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BLANKET STATEMENT
FOR Al-NAYSAYERS

1. It's just a “Proof of Concept”
2. We're exploring new tools

3. Techis an assistant

4, Just experimentlng!

Ce T

Al ASSIST (=)



HEY READERS! LIKE MY

WE HEARD SOME SKATEBCARD
PEOPLE THINK THIS WHEEL! IT'S
FALLING OFF

COMIC IS "RIDDLED
ITH ERRORS"!

— | | :’ | r
OR MY HOODIE
COLOR CHANGED
TO A WEIRD
GREEN! B

N

V '
/ AND I HAVE AN
UPSIDE-DOWN EYE
AND AN EXTRA
FINGER!

YEAH, THE )
[ ART IS A BIT..

BUT WHO CARES?
IT'S A FUN BOOK!
ENJOY THE

2 (IO
.\l LLAlEun-First Comic!



e

Hey, Roarke!
Up here! _," - H

EEd
1 B ||

-

- Ah, perfect
= afternoon.

7 0h, hey Banana, - i
\ Just taking a walk.

S

Glad you stopped! Hey, | have this
incredibly long and complex theory about
the early colonization of Alpha Centauri I've
been working on. Think | could run it by ?
It's only, like, four hundred pages
of notes.

ﬂctually..: yeah. | thim
| have the time. My uncle's V" Okay, so chapter
funeral is today, but | !ust one, subsection
remembered | don' A, begins with the
actually have to go to it. "Great Tectonic

Shift of '78..."




ZITAATIINN and then, because the phase-conjugate

mirror was misaligned, the whole
quantum flux cascade was destabilized,
creating the secondary temporal displacement
| mentioned, which is exactly where the
second colonization wave went
wrong!

And that's why the terraforming
dranes from the original fleet
might actually be dormant under
the current eapital city.

Oh, wow. It's...
it's almost morning. l...
| talked all night.
I'm so sorry, Roarke

Huh? What?
Oh, right. Alpha
ntauri.

But, if you factor in
the non-linear temporal shear,
the original Airsf wave is still in
play, dimensionally speaking!

.01, perhaps, the
third wave, but that gets
complicated...

| just... really needed
o get all that out.

_ Thank you, so much,

for Ilsienln¥. | don't have many

people | can Talk to about quantu

temporal displacement

theory.

No problem, Banana.
It was... educational.
Catch you later. Bye.

/I}in:sl... really needed to get

all that out. Thank yuu. so0 much,
for listening. | don't have manje
| can talk to about quantum

displacement theory.




A NOTE FROM THE CREATOR:
WHAT IS AN AI-ASSISTED PROOF OF CONCEPT?

4

h

Thanks for the feedback!
To clear things up, this comic is an
<) AI-ASSISTED “PROOF OF CONCEPT."
This means it's an early prototype, not
the final, traditionally-made version.
We use Al tools to test ideas fast!

AR
g

1. VISUAL STYLE & CONSISTENCY:
We quickly test and lock in
character designs, outfits, and
details, like Buster's shirt and
Banana's freckles.

2. PACING & LAYOUT: We can
experiment with different panel
layouts and story beats to see
what flows best visually.

3. WORKFLOW & TESTING: This
process helps us test if a story is
viable before full production,
which saves immense time and

resources for indie creators.

. -
Al-assistance lets us, the creators,
focus on writing, storyboarding,

and final polishing, making
the best possible comic.

We're just getting started!
Thanks for being part of
the journey!

P2 Created with
84 Al & Heart



Hey Buster, look

at that old building.
What is it? Huh? Oh, yeah.

I've seen it before.
No idea, really. &

Not ninjas, More like..™ Aprons? Like

guys who like to wear grilling aprons?

aprons and do weird  / That doesn't
handshakes. - doesn't sound

Some people
ayit'san aqclent,
_ secret society.

Secret society?
Like, ninjas? :

Il

;'NIL\ |

So the mystery of the ||
Square and Compasses
remained unsolved for
the day.

Maybe they grill ™
top-secret burgers?
Or guard the world's
biggest spatula? _
o

Oh, brother.
You have no
idea, do you?

Not a clue! But
it sounds cool,

So the mystery of the
Square and Compasses
remained unsolved

for the day.



THE CURSE OF THE SHIRT-CHANGING DIMENSION!
(A Very Meta Comic)

Okay, look. We've o See? My tie-dye ...and bam!*
been noticing it. The Yeah, it's shirt. Blue, orange, Now it's a purple
audience has been getting a bit purple... hoodie with a

noticing it. weird. _ i

And my favorite
anime tee.
Classic, right?

Suddenly, it's
a neon-pink shirt
with a holographic
cat face!

Suddenly, it's
a neon-pink
shirt with a
holographic 4
cat face!

And my skateboard
has LED lights!

hi
So wt)yldoest is

halJ?he un?vgraseg T have fifty variations

ope! It's just that of this anime shirt, My grandson is
continuity error'? | brought my entire || and a hundred tie-dyes, J/ a fashion packrat
wardrobe from all different styles from the 31st
the future. and cuts! century, Send help.
= And coffee.

Art by Al Assist. (Models based on reference sheets).



BEHIND THE PANELS
Okay, guys, we MCREATOR IS A MIDDLE-AGED )

*art®in this comic.

Yeah. .8
labor of love.

A very amateur
Iabor of love.

He's had us, and our stories, bouncing @ l ORIGIN OF PROJECT:

around his head since like, 1995! LATE HIGH SCHOOL.

Ancient
history!

And the harsh reality? Life )
got in the way. Never enough
money for art school

when he needed l_t___/

//' & s T
/'NO FUNDS’S "\
| AGY NES TIIG |

NO FUNDS FOR PROPER
ART CLASSES AT THE
RIGHT TIMES.

5 ...'_):-. o T S T M PR S -;..-,-'_ '::-_!' x
l: T:rtgfepe?ﬁé‘z:ho Bt @ _ 7/ Or at least think
ol ' - (Feel free to drop your ) \ twice before you
: = ~_ \_ change in here. - type.
Worst art ever. A — S
| i 3
J 1T Who drew this? A toddler? | . Wifem
Who drew thi 24 i —— . e ) B ."'._
A toddler? sy e s\ L
Al ; —4 — Hayf art been a w r-:
| Unreadable| SWEAR JAR
T A o ¢ FOR | -
P Pt il Fe ; ERNET = !
— CRITICS —

PROCEEDS (IF ANY) GO TO PAYING
FOR BETTER ART (HOPEFULLY).









PEOPLE ALWAYS ASK
W . AND THEN IN THE

kel YOU GET SO BIG?"

7/ THE TRUTH 1S...\
I DON'T HAVE
ONE SIZE!

SIZE 1S JUST
A SETTING!
A\ | NOW, WHERE'S THAT
\ '\ CABLE I WAS
WORKING ON?

o,
i

PAGE 14




BANANA CHAN & BUSTER CHAN DISCUSS THE CREATOR'S VISION

My day's going great! AR _ TR Web Server
Buster and | just posted e - N
three new comic books! | [ie™

Yeah, we used a
really cool
Al-assisted
workflow. But tell
‘em what that
really means.

For the haters, it's not just pushing a These comics are just one project!
button. It's a complex, time-consuming, We've got the TV channel on Strimm, our
and sometimes tedious workflow. You \_Eartuons, the website... We love making

don't just ‘make’ them instantly. N4

s

Al Work in
Progress

I'm used to negative comments about the
Al tools and the content itself. But | like
o them, so the haters can hate.

£

Their opinions are insignificant. They want
me to do things in ways that have always been,
and currently are, out of my reach. | will use
the tools | have to create the things | want to
create. END OF DISCUSSION.

I've spent my life daydreaming about
this future and access to these tools. |
| will use what | have to create the things |
| want. End of discussion!

Created with Al assistance by an enthusiastic content creator.



Living room.

0, Buster, the creator of ou
comic says it's not “stealing”
to keep up with new
technologies.

It's all about
adaptation and evolution,
not just taking.

Yeah, exactly! | mean,
have you seen how annoyed
some people get when
they have to expiain
basic internet stuff to
an oider reiative?

ft's a pain, right? | mean,
| don't want to be that person.

e creator says they don't want to

...if that basic task involves

become that older person who some
younger finds annoying to help with
a basic technology task...

[ Artificial Inteliigence. So, we're
getting a head start!




....| don't want to ever become that older
person who some younger person finds it
annoying to have to help with a basic
Artificial Intelligence task.

It's already incredibly annoying when
| have to help an older person with a y
basic internet task...

The integration of Al | | The integration of Al is
is inevitable. It will | |inevitable. It everywhere, |
be everywhere, and | | and we'll have to know
we'll have to know | | how to use it, just like
how to use it, just electricity.
like electricity. 4 | .

A lot of people who are
currently against Al... £

7 ...are sooner-than-later
L/ going to find that they've
been left behind, and then
younger people will find it
annoying to have to help
them when something
needs to be done with AL«

= -

So let's embrace it now!

Art Bvdl Acalst



| don't use Al and |
don't want or need to.

With all due respect,
Really? that is a profound
In this 1ab? M | misunderstanding of
your own
environment.

| _\ Prncassgrs

‘—_.___I‘_‘_-__-_
AL ﬁr!adtct'we
00rith:
[y S

Y

—

It's not just the sci-fi stuff. Your GPS, your phone's predictive

The power grid regulating this text, the very search engine you used

lab is Al-managed to learn about my people... all
i powered by Al.

You're already using it.
We just need to learn to
controi it, not ignore it.

Art by Al Assist.



Living room. |

| think it's fear of the unknown,

right? Jobs disappearing,
machines taking over.

It's a powerful tool,

Okay guys, let's address th
+[ elephant in the room: Artificial
A\ Intelligence. Why are so many
people against it?

But that's the point! It's a tool. People
[ are acting like it's magic or a conscious
A entity, We build these models to assist,
not to replace the human element! ‘

L~
ﬁctly, Buster. For me, Al helps with the And in programming, it doesn't write the softwar;\
tedious, repetitive parts of my art. It accelerates \| | for me. It suggests code snippets, spots potential
my workflow, allowing me to focus on the creative | | errors, and helps me learn new languages faster.
vision and storytelling, not just rendering It makes us more productive and efficient.
textures.

=

7 Alisn't the end of creativity; it's a new <
— be?inning. Understand it, learnto use it~}
ethically, and you'll see its potential to amplify 4
human potential, not replace it! -

Art by Al Asaizt,



Peaple are being awful!

Ever since Baka arrived
everyone is so mean, rude,
and prejudicial!

MAYOR'S OFFICE IN CITY HALL, SASKATOON. |~

They cross the street,
they whisper horrible
things, they treat him
like a monster!

Mayor Orbie! We
need to talk about
what's hap[penlng in

Saskatoon!

I{ust wanted\ 4 )
oseethe |7
Bessborough..,/, )

~ B-but...look at him! He'sa ~
floating fire-demon from another '\

\_dimension! Can you blame people

\_eople for being... cautious? <

He's terrifying! \
How can | make this
this stop?

/7 ljust
wanted to
see the...

Iright, alright! I... | see
your point. This behaviour
\_ isnot acceptable
in Saskatoon.

Mayor, you're the leader
of this city. You're supposed to
set an example of inclusion,

not fear!

That's just prejudice,
Mayor! Baka is harmless!
e's a good person!

with a public service
announcement.

Arty Al Assist.



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MAYOR.

SASKATOON -

A Welcoming Community.

Fellow citizens of Saskatoon.
We've received reports of unkind
behavior towards our newest
newest resident, Baka.
Let's be clear: Baka is a
fellow citizen, and deserves
our respect and kindness.
Prejudice has no place in
our city.

Yeah, what she said!
| just want to enjoy the river
and the folk fest! Let's be
friends, not meanies!

#SaskatoonTogether #BeKindToBaka #WelcomingCity




BREAKFAST CLU
AE ASSEMBLE! &

Ten points
for distance,
Buster.




Y

Hi, everyone!
Good morning! A

Oh! It seems you're still at b
breakfast. | didn't interrupt

anything... major, did |? oL e st

4 a 'stack-cident’. /

Well, we mustn't linger.
The others are already waiting
for you two at thecafé.
The vintage car rally starts
in twenty minutes.

Iam NOT
oing like this!
uster, %et a

cloth!

If it's a pancake,
a proper napkin
is required.

My goodness, Banana!
hat's on your head?

Don't ask.
It's a 'souvenir’
from Buster.

There. Much better,
darling. Now,
we must go.

You're a
lifesaver.




Alicia: Buster Chan:

“Simply marvelous! The : .
craftsmanship of this 1930s roadster Yeah, cool. But where's Whoal Lock at the blower on

is exquisite.”

the snack tent?

'69 Charger! This is epict” . A

tiny lttle cutie! Help! did you even...? car, my dear! to wear the car, miss.

I I think I'm Whoa, Banana! . Gracious! Owner:
Aww, look at this too big for it! How did yeoer It's not a clown Please do not attempt G{ﬁ?ﬁfg?]?"
It's my sl2e!

line is that way.



Okay, I've got a plan.
I'll get a decaf-oat-latte-with-
a-splash-of-hazelnut-foam, but
only if it's single-origin. If

_ Banana, it's a
not, I'll just have a matcha. coffee shop. Can't you

just order ‘coffee'? f

pord

Um... I'm sorry,
what was that again?

Decaf, oat milk,
hazelnut foam, single-origin.
Got it?

[t's been
five minutes.

" kay... just give me a
second to write this down.

' Told you it was worth the wait!

'Decaf oat latte, no foam, double-hazelnut,
extra shot, single-origin. Perfect!

I'm going
to cry.




A GLIMPSE FROM THE FUTURE

Alright, Buster. Give > Okay, Grandma. But

me one piece of all  you have to promise
advice from the future. not to act too surprised

Something useful. when | tell you.

;'.

Okay, Grandma. But
you have to promise not
to act too surprised
when | tell you.

Remember that bully from
elementary school, Gary?
The one who always stole
your pudding cup?

In about ten years, he's going to
[( track you down and offer to be your
*\ landlord for that new studio apartment
you'll be renting.

Gary? My landlord? Gross. Why
would | ever rent from him?

Just trust me. If you
sign that lease, you'll
be living under a
tyrannical regime of
“Gary-Rules”
for three years.

His rules. His
bad jokes. And
he'll never fix
the plumbing.

Gary as a landiord... no thanks.
I'll definiteiy decline that. Thanks,
Buster. You're a good grandson,

ART BY: C.L. HERNANDEZ / STORY: J. REED
BASED ON CHARACTERS BY: Al ASSIST




A 2 THE ‘AUNT’ DECISION

Me—tmveler from the
future who is also my grandson...

That’s a mouthful for people to
hear in a cafe.

Okay... so what should
| call you, then?

Let's just stick with ‘Aunt
Banana' for now. It's simpler.
Less... existential.

Aunt Banana?
If you say so. It /s
less explaining.

Art by Al Assist.



AUNT BANANA & BUSTER: THE TECH DEBATE

So, Buster, from the future, what's
the biggest change?

\

P

: Holographic personal assistants are
everywhere. They're called 'Holo-Buddies'.

8 And paper is a total relic. All )

knowledge is digital. Even recipes.

. S -
Digital recipes? A Holo-Buddy can't
teach you the feel of making pie crust.

| bet your Holo-Buddy has no idea
how to make ‘Grandma's Secret Cabbage Rolls'.

Uh, probably not, Aunt Banana.
It's all optimized for efficiency.

Exactly! Some things just need tactile
knowledge. A recipe isn't just data; it's
history, a connection. It's...

(Voice trailing
off in sump)

Aunt... A-Aunt Banana?
Is that... a rotary phone?
Did it just... materialize?

I... 1 don't even...

*DRIIING! DRIIING!™ .
DRIIING! i

Art by Al Assist.



AUNT BANANA & BUSTER: THE AFTERMATH
<

/;mtemaf panic**My temporal displacement
unit is calibrated for holographic simulations,
not actual material transfer! How did a
real antique phone materialize?"

It's... It's so heavy! And the dial
one sounds like... dying wind*!

nderwater... and from 1950!

T o Sl | But
CRAAACK™... (static noise) Who is it, It's... It's the operator .
*...A-Anyone there...Aunt Banana?" they sound like they're

Hold on, Aunt Banana! I'm
stabilizing the field! The phone's
materiality must be creating
a resonance cascade!

You and your
future tech! Fix this!

Art by Al Assist.






b

Absolutely
1 nothing.
A\ Understood? /A=

| have no idea,
Aunt Banana.

ART BY: C.L. HERNANDEZ / STORY: J. REED (ASSISTED BY MIB)




TH_E GREAT CAT CATASTROPHE!

e

This one is perfect!
We have to take it! He's a little
, ninjal

e ( \
< p ©
L -

1
|

Mr. Whiskers, please!
| have a deadline!

Breathe...
just breathe...

” How did you

[ even get up there?

But look at
that face.

 TO BE CONTINUED... ]




THE GREAT CAT CATASTROPHE!

A few more days, gL IR
Finally, some peace ~{oCA—% ‘

and quiet. And my lamp JIA1 | ||

is safel

Okay, deadline met,
and the apartment is a
sanctuary!

A daily walk is the key to
a happy, tired kitten. He's
a total good boy now.

And a new puzzle
feeder to keep that sharp
mind occupied!

He really is.
A complete

Great
choice!

This is perfect.
Everyone gets a
good night's sleep,

Looks like 'Mr.
Whiskers: The Menace'
is a thing of the past!

Indeed! Long live
‘Mr. Whiskers: The
Perfect Angel'!

e

| THE END... OR IS IT? ]




937'S CYBER-CAT CORNER: FUN FELINE FACTS

HELLO, AUDIENCE!
| AM UNIT 937, AND | AM
HERE TO SHARE A FASCIN-
NATING FACT ABOUT MY
ORGANIC COUSINS!

(oFA| FELINE TRIVIA

/ THEIR JAW JOINTS ARE DESIGNED PURELY
FOR SHEARING, NOT GRINDING. THIS IS WHY

THEY CANNOT CHEW SIDE-TO-SIDE LIKE

HUMANS OR COWS!

DID YOU KNOW CATS CAN ONLY MOVE
THEIR JAWS UP AND DOWN?

= /f //

|
|

-r"

{3 .athy

Wil

//EI;IATOMY IS A WONDERFUL THING!
TUNE IN NEXT TIME FOR MORE! STAY

CURIOUS, MEOW-N-KIND!
. FUN FACT: CAT JAW

//C-UNUERSEL‘I'. THEIR TONGUES ARE
MASTERFUL LAPPING DEVICES, NOT EFFICIENT
AT GRINDING GRAINS!

MUSCLES ARE
ATTACHED FOR
VERTICAL MOVEMENT
(SHEARING), NOT
LATERAL (GRINDING).

gl THIS MEANS THEY
g/ EAT BY TEARING FOOD
\ AND SWALLOWING
[T IN CHUNKS!

|| Panel Lines  [I] Internal Joints

Art by Al Assist.

[ 1 cyborg Chrome [ ] Glow Cyan




Did you know the

original drafts of
"Banana Chan" were
set in this very town?

| have so many fond memories
of planning stories here. The
hospital, the police station, the
school... each building had a
potential plot”

It was called “Rain, Japan." A quiet,
coastal town full of quirky
locations, like "Fast Eddie's Coffee
Shop" and "Rain Lighthouse."

BIG ROCK

But fear not! We're working on
future ‘Banana Chan" stories,
and we might just return to
this cozy, rainy setting. So
keep an eye out!

Art by Al Assist.



MAIKO'S MASTERPIECE

Okay, inspiration is
everywhere!
| will capture the
"Zenith of Shred"! /

Just... need:.\

\ | the perfect pose!
A\_Where is he?

_— *CLICK*

SFX: *"WHOOSH™

Got it! The
perfect
reference! 4

A few minutes later.

Look! | caught
the exact moment!
Now | can detail the
muscle tension!

But did you see

Uh, Maiko?
That's... great.

my landing?
It was epic.

Hmm, the arch of
the back is key... so
much tension...

Art by Al Assist.



BANANA & RYONE: KITE CAPERS (OR NOT)

Absolutely! I've been
tuning this custom red
diamond kite for weeks.

It's a perfect day
" \for kite fiying, Ryone!

Okay, wind's
picking up.

Whoa! The tail

balance is all
wrong! It's pulling
hard!

7 Ivegotthe ¥
string ready!

SFX; °SPLAT*
(soft impact of kite
of kite on branches)

My masterpiece...

{ ensnared by arboreal
supremacy.

I i

7 Well,tha‘[ was...
\_ ... eventful.

Art by Al Assist.
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NOTHEROMTHREDITOR:JISSUR#Y

| folks! The ‘Banana Chan' cre

A.l. - “A'bsolutely ‘I'nsane Rantings

Welcome to Issue #4,

is... well, you've seen the
kite-flying. It's fine.

~ But I've been

pondering... What if we...
automated the process?

2 Like, all of it?

Efficiency, baby! Why draw when
you can prompt? | call this
‘Proof of Concept Phase One’'.

ISSUE #5 |\
GENERATION

(\_exploring creative augmentation’!

And A.l.-haters out there... ‘

*scoff*! It's just a tool, you Luddites!
A ‘Proof of Concept'! We're

A J,ff'

Look, if the A.l. can spell
'Banana Chan’ 50%f the time,
it's already a net positive.

And think of the budget! '

Our ‘human team’ is now...
'strategically consulting’ from f/:_
the beach. Thanks, A.1.! &3

So, bear with us as we ‘iterate’.
It's for the future of storytelling!

It's... mostly human-adjacent!
Enjoy Issue #4!

*P.S. No actual Kites
were harmed in the
making of this
rant. Mostly.*

" NOTE ART BY: M. CHEN / EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS: J. REED

*This is purely for editorial humor and not a real production plan. Maybe.
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