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/ Okay, Buster, Tell |
\  me everyfhmg'

7 Banana, I want you to meet
\ Buster. He's your grandson
" from the future!

Wow... The future.
What's it like? Do we
have flying cars? Personal
teleporters?

M-my grandson?!
From the FUTURE?!

Well, we have...
more robofts.




s

" M-more robots?
Like, what?

“Well... just
like that.

” Model unit 937
reports.

Wait, a... cat?
Arobot cat?!

A best friend...
robot cat? This is
the future?

My primary protocm
is optimal friendship
and snack retrieval.

Target acquired.
\_Entering dwelling.

Yes! Grandma, great-grandma,
this is 937! My personal assistance
unit... and also my best friend
from the future!

; But a whole robot N
Okay, that part | J{ person...whoisalsoa

\_understand. '\ cat. This future sounds /

intense, Mom .




Friend X
retrieval protocol s

Hey Baka! Glad
you could make
itt

Baka! So
good to see
you, dear.

Good to have
ou back, Baka!

Hey, folks!
I'm back-a!

Welcome,
Baka. Fuel reserves

Alright, gotta je
See ya later!

Aww, thanks guys!
It's always great
to be here.

\/ Farewell protocol ¥
2 acknowledged.
LA



{ Everyone %
is so jumpy )

[ Can'ta girl

Pang-] | just get a coffee é_.:‘ »

in peace

1/ | bet the traffic
{ is worse because of

L[|\, some stupid sale. A{||'|!
. /

: Nothing
interesting
! |( ever happens. }

These sales
are getting out
of contro

Ny ee? A perfectly \
normal, dull

[/~ Uh, I think we
A% are the only people
left in the city.




NORMAL?

Alright, final stop. '}
~ | This should be a

"\ What is this yellow

normal place. \
P - N madness?!

7 A The walls are VELLOWIY

Andcan|
get a 'Firewall'

v7 Yes!And avery -
long, awkward SILENCE
while we wait!

Okay, that's
enough, Baka

e |

Baka, slow '\
You'll make

BURGERS!
[SLURP]

down. You'll
a mess.

See? The food here
is perfectly normal.
No souls on the
menu.

They are smaller
than | expected. And
this bread is
suspiciously soft.

screamed.

| [ 7/ Well, that wasn't\ /
| 7\ sobad. Nobody Jo actually quite pleasing.

And the burger was...

| agree. The yellow wan

acceptable.

| think you scared
everyone out of
S\ the restaurant.



i !

Baka, a ‘Gilded Snitch’ isn't food.
It's a gold-plated snitch. Also,

it's a game piece. From a specific

fictional world.

-~ Okay, that was surprisingly good
But my favorite meal is still
'The Gilded Snitch".

7 The best partis |
when they realize
G old [S]ustametal

|

You can't
just ‘gild’
everythmg

' N e <
| Mo e A gdemel v The flavor of But aren't those
That's why it's so satisfying! victory, Banana! oel Byl i
You have to catch it first! The flavor of s lIKe...

metal?

It's about the challenge! victory!

/ Yes! Precisely! The crunch

iz dinel Tha testralls .' Is |shejusta 0h theutherthmgs :

terrlble wizard with ) I've gilded... The
\_digestive issues? things I've tasted!

Gilding adds a \

| exquisite! And the internal )\ nice, warm finish
\ magical mechanisms adda /" :

Iovely, complex.. tangl

SN

- ...We need to have a
serious talk about gilding
and safety, Baka.




Lall)

3 CHRONO-NOTES:
' 1 The Science of Burp-Jump Time Travel!

s

/As the inventor of Bur-
\ Jump, let me explain
\__the secret sauce...!

]

PR WRSNNN  FUN FACT: Bakain- |
=1 | vented this entire crazy

' time-travel system!
Baka told me the
exact micro-burp

needed. It was
. S0... precise.

/ It's all about highlm

concentrated temporal
gastrin, activated by
the exact frequency
of a good burp!

This breakthrough was made in Baka's
underground fire-forge lab. No other |
stomach was big enough for the research!||

They had to
recalibrate my
— Joptic link interface
14 [ (from <IMAGE 1)
to detect the
gastrin vapor
cloud signature!
Baka called it
my 'Temporal
Sniffer'!

.' . without Baka's unique
gastro-temporal physiology...

Wait, did | set
that to 2050
or 20607

... we wouldn't
have been able to
make this team.




Look, Nozomi, |
told you it worked!

What worked, Banana?
Also, who is that?

Nozomi, | want you to
meet someone. This is
he’s from the future!

_And the best part Your GRANDSON?!
is... he's my grandson! /\ yoy're, like, my age!

It's an honor to meet you,
Mrs. Tanaka-Chan, My mom
says you were always the
cool one.

Buster, this is Nozomi. |'ve
I've told you about her, right?
We used to save the world
all the time!

" He calls me
‘Baba’ in the future, Also,

it's so cute! ‘Tanaka-Chan'?

He DOES have your stubborn chin, He
DOES have your stubborn chin, Banana.
And that weird ability to be both
confusing and endearing.

stubborn? endearing?
| just do what
I'm told...

AHA! See! He even
makes the same face
, When you praise him!




Come on, Buster! As my
grand-kid from the actual future,

spill the details of my glamorous
\ life.z of my glamorous life!
. Whodo | marry?!

Okay, Baba. When you turn 18,
you marry this his guy named
Ryone Hazuki.

| ;;_.'r that only lasts
2 for two years. Before
divorce, you guys have
a beautiful baby girl
. __hamed Cara.

About fi And you and Rob have another
0h? Okay. after t?]l;t 5‘{503{ﬁ§r§,0u baby girl, named Roko. She grows
And then? marry a guy named up and has... me! Roko is my

- rzlob Nesia. mother!

Ryone Hazuki...
and then Rob Nesia.
Two girls. Huh.

Okay, well, that's that. P
This family talk is dry. Let’s | & \

all go see that movie
we passed!

( Cara and Roko. Y| 7
~ A _Nice names. /




T

What should we see? }
Everything looks so

ROM-COM
MAYHEM
e, 2

Ooh, Space Crusade! A real grandpa
classic! | wonder how much of this history
Buster actuafly lived through...

)
o pe

(Space Crusade... | remember mom telling me
50 many stories about it. It's strange to think
that now is my grandparents' generation.)

What about this i
Rom-Com? It looks light- J Ssbﬁ,gﬁ? {)?jrt
N\ hearted and fun! nostalgic!

Actuallﬁ... I've heard that the sequel to ‘Space
Crusade’ has a major plot twist. And this Rom-Com
has a really weird sub-plot about artificial intelligence
that was... highly controversial in its day.

Predictable, huh? How | totally believe him!
can you be so sure about He has inside informa-
these brand new movies? tion, after all.




That movie was
wild! So many
Paradoxes!

Well, see... my mom, she's
gonna be really busy for a
while. A whole future-epoch-
busy, you know?

...to Ko Chan. My mom
asked her to take care of
me until things clear up.

Wait... Buster. You never
actually said why you're
here. In my time.

So she placed a
'Through Time' call...

{ CALLING:
\ KO CHAN )/

Oh, well, that makes
perfect sense. Time-calls are
quite reliable.




BUSTER’S GRAND PLAN

Y Aha! Look! T
It's him!

So you're saying
my mom accepted the
future's collective
parenting bill?

Grandma, meet Ryone!
Ryone, meet Bananal!

Totally! And
now, | have an
even better

rWeII. we can't just

start by being friends

skip ahead. So let's just

Step one:
Complete!
The timeline is
preserved!




THE AFTERMATH.

Time is Up!
Mission
Accomplished!

Preserve
that timeline! Amssiss

Okay, future-boy's gone. ...Buy you a coffee? Why me?
To settle my nerves, you're And where?
buying me a coffee.

Because you're ‘Step One’.
Come on, ‘Bean-N's Brews’
is open late.




THE ANIME AWAKENING

So, are we just
going to plan Step
& _Two in silence? ViEN

Oh my god, did you see the leaked
designs for the new ‘Star-Weaver
Chronicle’ season? They look
incredible!

~
caffeinated. Step Three
is conversation. Focus!

You've seen Star-Weaver Chronicle?! N\
| thought | was the only one! Wait, do you )
\__mean the ones by the new studio? consult! I've collected

all the volumes!

This is incredible!

A random night, and |
meet another fan!




THE TIMELINE EXPLAINED (SORT OF)

That coffee was
awesome! And | made
i\ anew friend... sort of?
[ \This was a wild night,

You won’t believe it! The
“future-boy” matched me 5|
with this guy, Ryone. “

...Buster said we have to get
married when we turn 18 to keep
the timeline from collapsing!

Is that... true?

No! Wait! If you already told her,

why is she still thinking about it?! Marr_}ving at

*18* because of a portal-boy’s rules?! It's

crazy! She knr:r.'.'?l ycrlu, you can't trick
er!

Heh! Trickery is not required.
She knows |I'm from the future,
and she knows I'm serious.
This is critical for existencce
itself! The ‘AHA!" moment
already happened. Three:
Initial Contact, Check!

= m)==S=

S "UGHH! No one"
is listening!



So, speaking of
perfect starts... | have
some huge news!

Uggh, mornings.
ut the coffee
was good.

[

It's a perfect
start to the
day!

)|

| have a new boyfriend!

And that's all I'm going to tell you!
His name is Ryone! ;

Total. Information. Blackout

Banana, come
on! Not cool.

Okay, fine. i You think she’s th;td:;or?iliz'llc‘ s ¥§;o“r”§ai.

Tell us something. making him up? A S DY
Is he tall? g A total non-detail is weird,

even for Banana.




ARCADE RE-EVALUATION

So, Buster, is this
“Street Fighter IT"
your planet’s standard
for martial arts?

= —
Standard for

mashers, mostly!
Watch this! £

Your ancestors sure
were terrified of geometric
patterns. These are the

worst aliens ever. Wait ‘til they

speed up!
I@?ﬂ

SPAC
WNBERs

Total Information

Blackout... for Focus, Buster.

pac-dots! Every move must
be statistically
optimal.

PERFECT CLEAR

You did it/
Total information
blackout for the Their pattern
recognition was
fatally flawed.

Classic arcade
strategy: cheap
tricks for me, optimized
algorithms for you. . !
High scores all Precisely. The

around! ptg:ms model on
‘Rampage’ was
particularly
unrefined.



SATURDAY MORNINGS ARE ABOUT TO GET !
> AN OPTIMIZED BLAST FROM THE PAST!

Mom! It's better
than standard! Total
information blackout...
of boredom!

2
)

L
q

%
= 5

Cry’
— Correct. | have

optimized all of
history's entertainment.
Statistical success:
100%.

SEE IT NOW! ) UNREFINE YOUR VIEWING!

1| http://www.strimm.com/AlanHolman/AlanTV |;
77 Tune in to Alan TV! Copyright © Alan Holman e v




The Setup |- It started with a
= cry for help.

—
1= .'t =)
1

2 i

I think you
should wait for |8
the police.

.a
\ . : _. |

‘-*d )

| Alesson in justice.
Art by Al Acalet




The Source of Strength p=
o Our strength

~{ isn't from anger,
\ from discipline.

The First Rule: Self-Defense Only

H_'_

You only use
your art to

’ defend yourself,

or those who
can't defend

Please, let's
talk and resolve
this calmly.

The best victory
is one won without
fighting.

Every fistis a
potential shield.

e are the
([ ones who must

A break the cycle |}
of violence. 4%

7 True martial artists
bow to others, even
opponents, for their.

effort.

A warrior’s truc i the peace they
protect. This is the way of Buster Chan.

Bt B il Ledleh




They show you stories i:a\
way text can't. The art is like
- a movie in your mind!

Hey everyone!
Ryone and | are here
i\ totell you why we Jove
“IN. comic books.

And why you
should read
_ them too!

4ah! The pacing is so
fast. You can get a
whole adventure in a

single issue, way quicker
than anovel!

You can really connect
with characters, see their
_ deepest thoughts.

=

PACING!*

- e R —

Go find your next

So, what are you
favorite story!

'\ waiting for?

And there's every kind of story
imaginable! Adventure, sci-fi,
comedy, even real-life
stories!

| Tl READ COMIC BOOKS!




Banana Chan, on
her usual spot.

Just another
boring afternoon.
/‘,.- : _'. oo

*Tracing the clouds...
wait, that’s not a cloud.

==
g Hey!
] w What's that?

The skies |ia’lt up. B

—

Nothing
exciting ever
happens
here.




Hey Everyone! \\\
Banana here! If you love \é.‘
cool cats and tie-dye,
you .. *must* join my
ofﬁcial fan club!
Wait, is there not Y}
a club near you? “)

\Z/ °
ﬂ Then *you* '
should start one!
Be a Club
Founder!
/2

And then...
GET OTHER PEOPLE
TO JOIN!

Club Kits, including stickers, badges,
and pins, do not yet exist. But we will
need them! Contact us with ideas

00
0~0

Recruit 5 friends for the idea of a club!
Bonus tie-dye wristbands are also just a

: Founder

to help us build the collection. bica ;:v. e v;{ dream, but we can make them real together!
/.ﬁ'
\ w5 Look at all
these happy
founders and
members!

Member

Member

(18T Start Your Club Today!>

FOR UPDATES, VISIT: THE WEB-SITEIS =) {fomci

NOT YET LIVE. CHECK BACK FOR NEWS! cxrsasr A

[www.placeholder.com]



”And, well, he's
kind of... cute.

Hey everyone! |
This is Roarke.
He's super smart! /

No fighting! We're | €
all friends. Right? |-
Right?! |

A lesson in
modern friendship.




& s,
0, are we doing
spaghetti tonight,

s Tacos sound fiery!
or tacos?

More ground beef!

~drop box ta

N

Anddowe N

Aneed more salsa?)—— | ripe for a good,

messy smash!

\ .
\_ ﬁhis one feels

It's a... a horned
fire demon... at s
the chip stand!

Hm, are Y]
these hot |

( Frozen peas?
For the salad? .=r Peas are for
©\ wimps. But fine.

Did we
remember

nobody started
a riot. Must be
a Tuesday.

is your...
change.

Art by Al Assist.



So, Ko, the city is concerned
about Baka's sudden appearance.
Can you explain?

: >
Saskatoon

Welcome

Honestly, Baka's just a dude.
He's trying to get into the
'Grocery Stocker' job, see? /

(BRAAAP) | mean,
my resume’'s a little
short, but I'm, like,
minding my own
business.

A

L ook, he's just a dude. A
{4 dude with horns and a cybernetic
eye, but still a dude.

(BRAAAP) | mean, my resume's a
little short, but I'm, like, minding my
own business.

People need to tolerate and respect

(Into microphone) So,
him. When they see him on the street,

respect and toleration for

they should just... respect him. Baka. A simple message
from the city. (To Ko)
Can we get that
coffee now?

Tolerate?
| thought | was
charming.




I JUST WANTED
INGREDIENTS FOR
A SALAD. THIS
SEEMS EXCESSIVE.




) Hello, dear Banana Chan fans! Alan Holman here, your

friendly editor from <IMAGE 5>. I've received a lot of

~ questions about where the promised ‘Letters’ section is.
. Well, after much, much... okay, a small amount of thought,

&~ =)' | have a prediction. Oor perhaps just an admission of my

own lack of organizational skill.

This is probably going to be the last, and only, ‘Letters to

the Editor’ page we ever run. My office is a mess (just look at
Buster’s messy room, but with more paper), and | am 4

| completely overwhelmed. Also, if I'm being honest, 'm
terrified that most of the Ietters would just point out

plot holes in Banana Chan’s time-travel shenanigans.
I’m not ready for that!

So, instead of a vibrant community section, we’ll

likely just have more... well, | don’t know yet, maybe more
‘A Grand Grandma-Son Reunion’ comic pames or, God forbid, (& <\,
another Intertenerational Anime Watch-Party. -

Anyway, sorry to break the news, but this section :
won't be a feature. Maybe in <IMAGE 6>’s sequel, if | EDITOR'S
| manage to survive the timeline collapse. NOTE:

Thanks for reading the comic itself, which |
promise will continue!

/£ \\ Yours in overwhelming chaos,
«="F Alan Holman.

_,_.4

G )

¢ ¥ Thank you for your understanding. Also, please don't send letters now. - Alan Holman. ¥¥ '{}

Copyright © Alan Holman.
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YOU'RE ALLOWED

TO GROW IN YOUR
OWN DIRECTION—
TAKE YOUR TIME.




)

s el | Correct. I've optimized all

Uggh, mornings. \* JNG/A of history's entertainment.

But the coffee - @ Statistical success: 100%,
was good. %\

L=

a
) Ny WD,

Well, | don’t know, "\
= Step One was weird...
Banana, come on!
- Step One is coffee!
Yeah, my bionic arm
algorithm is ready
for Step Two!

EDITOR’S NOTE
ISSUE #2 UPDATES:

Seen Two
incoming! 5
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